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Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
Minutes 
Date: 4/12/2022 Time:  6:30 P.M. Location: Edgewood Town 

Hall, Parks and Recreation 
Office 

Members and Alternates Present: Allison Apple, David Bergsten, Ralph Hill, K.R. Scott, Benjamin Wiltbank 

Public Present: Honorable Mayor Audrey Jaramillo and Commissioner Jerry Powers (primarily for the 
ECHO Ridge discussion) 

Parks & Recreation Administrator: vacant  

1. Call to Order 

 Called to Order by Chairperson Wiltbank at 6:30 pm 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Approval motion made and seconded.  

3. Approval of Minutes from March 22, 2022 

Approval motion made and seconded.  Committee agreed to allow input for 48 hours after future receipt of 
draft minutes to get any corrections to Secretary before submission to town for posting of minutes to meet 
a request from the Clerk’s office. 

4. Commissioner Meeting Notes 

Ben Wiltbank provided an overview of issues related to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee from 
the April 5 meeting.  The Ordinance 2022-4 for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee was passed 
with some minor revisions by the Commission for consistency with other town committees and expansion 
of the membership to include 2 Commissioners or a total of 9 members overall.  Logan Mamanakis 
presented plans for his Eagle Scout Service Project on ECHO Ridge to the Commissioners who asked 
questions, expressed their appreciation to him, and approved his initiation of this effort.  ECHO Ridge 
Section 34 Lease Renewal was approved by BLM with a more expeditious time frame – see section 6.c. 
below for more details.    
5. Public Comments 

No public comments were received. 

6.Matters from Advisory Committee Members  
a. Parks and Recreation 

Manager Job Posting 
Applications for this job posting were received and interviews for prospective 
candidates are expected within the coming week. 

b. Moving of Parks and 
Recreation office 

The Youth Events for Summer (YES) Program will require space for their 
activities so our office will need to be moved to another location.  KR Scott plans 
to move our Committee files into a new cabinet.  Other details will be 
forthcoming as dates for clearing of our office have not been fully established.     

c. East Mountain Little 
League request 

The Little League has expressed the need for a good field for practice on the 
Community Playground property.  The current field needs improvements to the 
bases, field condition, and bleachers.  The rough cost of this work amounts to 
about $3,000.  One of the new town maintenance workers has experience as a 
groundskeeper so his assistance will be sought to help fill this need.   

7. Matters from Old Business 

a. Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee 
Ordinance 

Recommended ordinance was passed by the Commissioners at their regular 
meeting on April 5, 2022.   See details in Commissioner Meeting Notes in item 4 
above.  
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b. Old Town Hall 
Building Use 

Mayor Audrey Jaramillo stated that plans for this building are to lease out the 
space and not sell the property at present.  Proximity to the brewery next door 
may be a limiting factor in terms of renter preferences.   

c. Geocaching Trails No updates 

d. BMX Track No updates 

e. Park Updates 
 

• SFC Equestrian Center – no updates.  Litter and arena upkeep are 
ongoing challenges.  County continues to not maintain facilities.   

• Bassett Park – no updates.  A local citizen cleaned some of the 
property.  Painting to cover undesirable graffiti on buildings is 
needed.  Possible renaming of the park and plaque of recognition 
of the Bassett family property to the town for this park land was 
discussed. 

• ECHO Ridge Park (Section 34) – Extension of lease from BLM was 
approved with revised conditions on an expedited time schedule.  
Funds from NM DOT must be used for park development by end 
of June with submission of all expenditures by July 15.  
Commissioner Powers spoke with us about this short time frame 
to use the $150,000 available for this purpose.  He is working to 
get contracts for fence construction, gate placement, and parking 
lot construction through CES due to the limited time to complete 
this work.  Initial work on ECHO Ridge needs to comply with the 
lease stipulations, but further improvements to the gravel road 
and fencing will be considered to further improve emergency 
access and limit other motorized vehicle use at a later date.  The 
Eagle Scout Service Project requested by Logan Mamanakis is 
scheduled to commence on Saturday, May 7 at 9 A.M. at the 
parking area.  His supervised work will include litter collection, 
blocking of pulloffs and trails from main gravel road, and 
placement of signs to promote proper use of the park lands.  
Need for town to annex the land is still needed to adequately 
fulfill all stipulations of lease agreement. David Bergsten 
determined that no weed control is needed at this time to comply 
with the Federal Noxious Weed Act.   Any reseeding of native 
plants needed after parking area construction will be considered 
at that time.  

• Poker Draw (Section 32) – No updates.     

• Venus Park – No updates. 

• Community Playground – No updates 

f. General Updates None discussed. 

g. Events KR Scott gave us an update on progress of the plans for the Purple Heart and 
Memorial Day event for Edgewood.  Rick Thompson continues to advocate for 
an extensive program with multiple activities.  Some of these activities Have 
been pulled back including the Bouncy House and Kids Events, the 21 Gun 
Salute, and Family Day Games.  Discussion was made of our role in outfitting 
Sergeant Reckless, seeking a singer for the National Anthem, getting music for 
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the afternoon picnic, and support for the myriad of other activities where we 
could play a role.        
 
The Mayor has requested that a parade be done for the 4th of July this year.  
Discussion of previous parades, logistics of getting permits for use of various 
roadways, and the challenges of getting the support and participation on rather 
short order are issues that need consideration. 
 
Allison Apple discussed updates on our role in assisting the Police Department 
with the Easter Egg event this coming weekend.  The event is due to start at 10 
A.M. with setup at or before 9 A.M.  Spending for gifts for those eggs with 
golden tickets was approved for a total amount of up to $100 (all low cost gifts).  
Allison or her daughter will dress up as the bunny rabbit.  A table for sign-up and 
photos needs to be set up by the pavilion in Venus Park.  Ben Wiltbank 
volunteered to make a durable poster board sign.  Allison will provide a banner 
and backdrop for photos of participants.   

h. Grants Grants for FY 2023 Community Funded Projects are available through State 
Representative Stansbury.  Discussion was made of possible projects that we 
could apply for in the coming fiscal year.  Playground needs and bathroom 
facilities for Venus Park were suggested as a good candidate project for these 
grants.  The estimated cost of these improvements was about $235,000.  It was 
suggested that a Committee Member work with Susan Simon on submission of 
an application for this grant for Venus Park.   

i. Bridge updates No updates. 

j. Trails updates No updates. 

k. Youth Events for 
Summer (YES) 
Program 

Allison Apple discussed her efforts to get this program started.  The plan is for 
the program to use 4 rooms in the town hall building to handle the campers.  
This includes the Activity Room, Quiet Room, Parks and Recreation Committee 
Room, and the back hallway.  The vacation of the Committee Room as discussed 
above in item 6.b. may crimp our work and meetings, but we can adjust.  She 
also requested of Linda Burke to prepare a draft program overview and budget 
for our Committee to review based upon the extensive preliminary work done 
by Allison to meet the expectations of the Mayor and legal requirements.  Linda 
overlooked several items of importance for a successful program and proceeded 
without Committee review or input. There was no allotment of time or budget 
for training days or costs.  The greatest concern was insufficient staffing and 
backup to cover required counselor to camper ratios for program hours, before 
care, and after care needs.  There were also inconsistencies in the sample events 
calendar.  Ben Wiltbank agreed to speak with her about these concerns, 
particularly with the budget and staffing inadequacies.  This effort will be largely 
out of Committee involvement when the Program Director and staff for YES get 
selected and present their proposed program to the Commissioners, but it is 
good to assist the town in conducting an effective summer program for Youth!   

8. Future Items 

a.  No new issues were discussed at this meeting 

9. Next Meeting 



 
 

4 

 

 

 Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 6:30 P.M.  
10. Adjourn 

Time:  meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

 Submitted by:  David A. Bergsten 
Secretary, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Approved by:  Benjamin Wiltbank 
Chairperson, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 


